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Recipients Announced for 2010 YW Tribute to Women 
 
BRISTOL, Tenn. —YWCA’s 19th annual Tribute to Women Steering Committee is proud to announce this year’s recipients.  
This unique program empowers women by providing corporations, organizations and businesses the opportunity to publicly 
recognize the outstanding achievements of exceptional women in East Tennessee and Southwest Virginia. Every day in the 
Tri-Cities, our communities are supported and strengthened by women devoted to enriching the quality of life for others.  
 
Every year, the YWCA honors these individuals and their many contributions to the artistic, cultural, educational and 
charitable areas of our lives. The YWCA is pleased to name 12 women from the Tri-Cities area as 2010 YW Tribute to 
Women honorees. A special panel of out-of-state judges considered nominees from the fields of art, education, business 
and community service. This year’s recipients are listed below.  
 

Arts 

 

Louise Bailey Dickson  
Her ancestors had the first land grant in Sullivan County, so zeal for this region is in Louise Bailey 
Dickson’s blood. In 1988, her dream to produce an event for the community, by the community, was 
realized in Kingsport’s Show Times, a family musical entertainment performance for which she produces 
an original theme every year.  With her Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctorate degrees from ETSU, she has 
worked in many capacities in performing arts, choreography, and directing and producing. A recipient of 

the Outstanding Citizen Award, Louise is a creative asset and community treasure to Kingsport. 
 

Jayne Duehring  
Jayne Duehring planned performances at a young age for her neighborhood and clearly this practice paid 
dividends for her future as the Director of Advancement at Barter Theatre.  At the theatre, she effectively 
has held multiple titles, but her current title was designed for her since she has a unique talent for 
bringing people together – both on staff and in the community.  Using her Dance Education degree, Jayne 
has successfully taught, fundraised and encouraged new programs (such as Theatre Thursday and The 
Green Room Society) for the theatre and the community. 

 
Diane R. Nelson  
A well-published and prized artist and photographer, Diane R. Nelson has held various positions, including 
President, for Kingsport Art Guild.  With twenty years of artistic experience, she has traveled the world 
photographing diving expeditions, and after retiring from ETSU as a professor of biological sciences, 
continues to conduct research to enhance her profession.  With a generous heart, she donates her work 
to numerous area fundraisers and is a member of the Johnson City Affiliate of NAMI Tennessee, serving 
as Vice-President of the Board of Directors. 
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Business & Professional 

 

Etta Ryan Clark  
With a passion for knowing and understanding her coworkers and fellow community members, Etta Ryan 
Clark, VP of Public Affairs at Eastman Chemical Company, is a true difference-maker. Those who have 
worked with her can vouch for her strong desire to make everyone, stranger or friend, feel valued and 
important. A graduate of UT College of Law, Etta volunteers in many areas of the community including 
Kingsport’s United Way and Chamber of Commerce, and the Sullivan County Community Board for Indian 
Path Hospital. She does not just balance family, work and volunteer activities- she gives herself fully to 

each area with poise and compassion. 
 
Faith Dillow Esposito  
Those who know her best, champion Faith Dillow Esposito’s juggling skills of her professional aspirations 
and those needs of her family.  Graduating with her J.D. (UofR Law School) in 1983, she worked at her 
family’s law practice for 27 years.  Along with presiding as the only female substitute judge for the 28

th
 

Judicial Circuit Court of VA, she has made a practice of donating roughly 20% of her own legal services 
pro bono.  Furthermore, she volunteers as the Vice-Chairman of the Bristol VA Utilities Board and has 

donated extensive hours to Bristol VA City Schools. 
 
Linda Peters Hoit  
In her 34 years as a community activist, Linda Peters Hoit has redefined the passion required to champion 
for the welfare of others. Extensive work in social and community programs for domestic abuse victims, 
homeless individuals, developing children, and at-risk young adults, as well as strong commitments to her 
church and area education, have given her invaluable insight into the needs of a society. Linda is now 
using this knowledge to identify, eliminate and prevent crime and drugs in Johnson City as the Weed and 
Seed Coordinator. 

 

Education 

 

Dr. Karen Cajka  
Honing her teaching skills from Pennsylvania to Alabama, Dr. Karen Cajka tackles social justice issues such 
as bigotry, discrimination and oppression with vigor and persistence.  Recently selected as Director of the 
newly-implemented (much to her credit) Women’s Studies program at ETSU, and recipient of the 
prestigious Patricia E. Robertson Diversity Leadership Award, she has successfully shed light on topics of 
diversity.  Along with receiving a 99% student approval rating, she researches women’s writing from the 
18

th
 Century and has held numerous leadership roles on various educational platforms.   

 
Rhonda MacPherson Morgan  
Life-long learning is a term embodied by Rhonda Morgan, VP of Clinical Services at Holston Valley 
Medical Center. Rhonda’s nursing studies will soon include a doctorate degree from Waynesburg 
University, but her idea of education is not limited to a classroom. She emphasizes sharing knowledge 
and experience across her profession, and contributes her skill and expertise into the learning of others, 
evidenced by her title as 2009 executive nurse of distinction from the Tennessee Hospital Association. A 
believer in giving back to her community and profession, Rhonda donates all proceeds from her seven-

part neuroscience course to fund education opportunities for local nurses.  
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Kelly A. Vance  
Kelly A. Vance, with her commitment to academic excellence, communication, leadership, and 
innovation in the high school arena, supersedes expectations as a teacher at Tennessee High School.   
Her volunteer hours towards ACT tutoring have resulted in improving her students’ English scores by 3-5 
points.  She has leadership experience on various committees, including the Bristol TN Education 
Association.  These fore mentioned items, plus her innovative work to develop online curriculums and a 
text-alert system for the THS senior class, leaves no doubt to why she was a Semifinalist for the 

McGlothlin Award in Teaching Excellence. 

 

Volunteer Community Service 

 
Doris Hart Bush  
Doris Hart Bush, Executive Director of United Way of Greater Kingsport, seeks to pour herself and her 
abilities back into our community. Her accomplishments at United Way, have, among other benefits, 
helped to raise $3.718 million in 2009, surpassing the campaign’s goal.  Doris is a graduate of both Lead 
Bristol and Leadership Kingsport, and has served in such organizations as SHOUT! Youth Leadership, 
Junior League of Kingsport, American Red Cross, and Foundation for Excellence in Public Education in 
Sullivan County. She also gives her time to mentor new non-profit directors so they may take advantage 
of her extensive knowledge of the volunteer world. 

 
Lizanne Elliott  
Even as a Doctorate student and an assistant professor at King College, Lizanne Elliott, MSN, RN, FNP-BC, 
still makes time to serve with Crossroads Medical Mission, which provides free healthcare to those in 
need. Lizanne has an enthusiasm for her patients that drives her to give each of them the care and 
individual attention they have often been denied elsewhere. Her busy schedule doesn’t stop here- with 
tireless effort, she humbly offers her advice and skill to others, and also seeks to continue her learning 
through the knowledge of her peers. Lizanne’s generosity of time and experience are invaluable to those 

around her. 
 
Dr. Susan F. Lapis  
With over 700 volunteer hours of flying for SouthWings, a non-profit organization that provides 
volunteer pilots for environmental missions, Dr. Susan Lapis uses her science background and teaching 
experience to make education the extra dimension on her flights.  She has flown with CNN, Sixty 
Minutes, The Washington Post and the Sierra Club, to name a few of many.  Dr. Lapis’ flights have made 
many contributions to environmental missions, like enabling the protection of hundreds of acres of 
pristine forest ecosystem and working towards the improvement of state and federal water quality laws. 

 

Tribute to Women Awards Banquet 

Award recipients will be honored during the annual Tribute to Women celebration on Thursday, April 22, at 6 p.m. Tickets 
to the banquet, which will be hosted by Brenda White Wright, are on sale for $100 per person. Support of the YWCA 
through Tribute to Women directly affects women, children and families in this region as the YWCA tackles the toughest 
community issues, which include affordable childcare, racial justice, teen pregnancy, youth development, technology 
education and more.  
 
For more information, visit www.ywcabristol.org, or contact the YWCA at (423) 968-9444 or via e-mail at 
ywca@ywcabristol.org.  
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